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Minutes of the Planning Committee of the Gorge Parish Council held at Maws Craft Centre, Jackfield on Tuesday 6th November 2018 and commencing at 6.00.


PL/2018/067 Public Session
No members of the public were present


PL/2018/068 Attendance and Apologies
Cllrs Heather Oldershaw (Chair) Martin Barrett, Jake Bennett, Carolyn Healy, Avon Horden and Paul Rhoden were present

In attendance – Clerk to the Gorge Parish Council

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Maureen Bragg and Tony Hobson.


PL/2018/069 Declarations of Interest
There were none.


PL/2018/070 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Resolved – that the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd October be approved for signature.


PL/2018/071 Planning
The Clerk had circulated a report (Appendix A) detailing planning applications

	071.1 Consideration of Planning Applications 
TWC/2018/0856 - 1 New Road, Ironbridge - Removal of 4no. lower limbs on 1no. Ash tree
	No comment
TWC/2018/0858 - 29 High Street, Ironbridge - Painting existing shop frontage
No comment
TWC/2018/0860 - 2C Wesley Road, Ironbridge - Felling of 1no. Silver Birch tree
	No comment
TWC/2018/0877 - 1 Chapel Road, Jackfield - Erection of a single storey rear extension and removal of dormer windows
Members did not object to this application however they felt that it would have been preferable for the driveway to be constructed from a permeable material rather than tarmac.
Resolved – that the clerk submit the above comment without objection
TWC/2018/0881 - Restaurant Severn, 33 High Street, Ironbridge - Installation and display of 1no. externally illuminated fascia sign
No comment
TWC/2018/0882 - Restaurant Severn, 33 High Street, Ironbridge - Installation and display of 1no. externally illuminated fascia sign
No comment
TWC/2018/0883 - Land opposite The Brockholes 45, 46 & Orchard End 47A Hodge Bower, Ironbridge - Felling of 1no. Silver Birch tree
No comment
TWC/2018/0888 - 11 The Wharfage, Ironbridge - Felling of 1no. Acacia tree
	No comment
TWC/2018/0889 - Site of Crossing Bungalow, Church Road, Jackfield - Erection of 1no. dwelling and creation of new access
A planning application for this site had been submitted in May and at that time the Parish Council had not submitted an objection. On reflection they agreed that this had been an oversight. The new application is very similar to the original but for a smaller building, Councillors felt their original reservations were still valid. 
The main concern is the stability of the site and its capacity to support further development. There are a number of retaining walls in the area which would be required to hold additional weight and members thought that a geotechnical survey should be carried out before any further development is permitted.
Additionally, Councillors also felt that the proposed driveway and access to the road is not good. Church Road is narrow with many bends, visibility is poor and they considered that a new access on to this road would be hazardous.  
Resolved – to object to the above application on grounds of land suitability and access. 	
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 	071.2 Planning Decisions
	The Clerk had previously circulated a report (Appendix A). The report was noted

	071.3 Planning Infringements
No new infringements were reported.

	
PL/2018/072 Wharfage traffic speed concerns 
Item referred from Full Council
Since the traffic calming measures on the Wharfage were removed there have been a number of reports of speeding and dangerous driving. The Ironbridge Business Consortium contacted Cllr Lee Carter with various suggestions, and Cllr Carter shared his reply with the Gorge Parish Council. The ideas from IBC had been investigated by officers at Telford and Wrekin Council but for a variety of reasons they were not found to be practical or possible, other than the re-instatement of speed cushions. 

Although this measure could be popular with the businesses on the Wharfage, Councillors felt that the views of residents had not been taken on board. It was reported that a local resident was informally seeking the views of local people and that the information would be fed back to the Parish Council and Telford & Wrekin Council. 

The Clerk had contacted Cllr Carter but had not received a response in time for the meeting so this item was referred back to Full Council for further discussion.  


PL/2018/073 Letter to the Secretary of State for Health & Social Care
At the previous meeting of the Full Council (16th October) members had discussed the situation at Princess Royal hospital and agreed that a letter expressing the Council’s concern over the A&E overnight closure  should be sent to the Secretary of State for Health & Social Care. The draft letter was distributed for comment (Appendix B).

Resolved – That the letter be sent to Rt Hon Matt Hancock, Secretary of State for Health and Social Care. 


PL/2018/074 Reports from Communities
· Cllr Bennett had pointed out that the Planning Application for Socking Park had not appeared on the Planning report. The design has been modified and the species of trees has been changed to everybody’s satisfaction.
· Cllr Horden reported that the situation at Warps Lane which had been discussed at Full Council was again in doubt and he had been further informed that the land is not in private ownership. He asked if it were possible to find out who owned the land, who was responsible for installing the bollard, and whether the path was a Right of Way or a Bridleway.
· On behalf of Cllr Bragg, Cllr Healy reported that the speed limit on Jiggers Bank was considered to be too high at 50mph and asked if Telford & Wrekin highways could be asked to consider reducing the limit.  
· Cllr Healy reported that the road closure at Coalbrookdale traffic lights had caused some disruption. The signage did not clarify which section of the road was closed and cars were still driving up in the towards the closure. She also considered that Lincoln Hill was not an appropriate diversion route.
· Cllr Healy also reported that a sign for Sir Arthur Way in Jackfield, designating it as a private road, had been put up and she asked if it could be found out who was responsible for this, if it should have had planning permission and if the road is privately owned or unadopted.
· On behalf of Cllr Bragg, the Clerk reported that there is a sign for the Park and Ride in Coalbrookdale that needs modifying at it has been installed at a height that is too low and potentially dangerous.   
· The Clerk reported that a member of the public pointed out a piece of land to the South of St Mary’s Church, Jackfield, that should be included in the surrounding grounds maintenance program, it was not being maintained and was getting very overgrown. 


PL/2018/075 Matters for the Next Meeting
Earlier in the meeting in the consideration of planning applications, there had been a brief discussion on Pride in Your High Street and it was agreed that it would be useful to invite Joy McGowan to a future meeting for an update on the scheme.


PL/2018/076 Date of the Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Gorge Parish Council is the Full Council which will take place on Tuesday 20th November   


The meeting closed at 6.50pm




Signed………………………………………………………………………………….Dated…………………………………………………………..
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